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Transcript Prepared by Watergate Special Prosecution Force
of Recording of Meeting on February 28, 1973, Between
the President and John Dean, from 9:12 +to 10:23 a.m.

Dean: Good morning, sir.

President: Oh; hi;

Dean: How are you?

President: Oh, I wanted to, uh, to speak with you [inaudible]
to see what [inaudible] what about the line we

had. Now [inaudible] Kleindienst =~ it's not a

question of trust. You have it clearly understocod

that you will call him and give him directions and
that he will call you, and so forth and so on. I
Just don'"t want Diek £0 g0; « = 5

Dean: Yo iknow I . « =

President: go off -- you see, for example, on executive
privilege -- I don't want him to go off and get
the damn thing -- uh, uh -- get us ==

Dean: Make any deals on it --

President: Well, I mean [inaudible]

Dean: [inaudible]

President: That is the point. Yeah, 'cause Baker, as I said,
going to keep the Congress you know, this and
that and the other thing, and you've got to be
very firm with these guys or you may not end up
with many [inaudible]. Now as I said, the only
back-up position I can possibly see is one of &,
uh, if Kleindienst wants to back [inaudible] =--
didn't want to but suggested we ought to hack
him heavily, send him up there in execubive
session. Well, now, you all under executive
session, we still got a problem, and it ain't good.

Of & « » « WBll; T 2HiNk & & 5
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Dean:

President:

Dean:

President:

Secretary:
President:

Secretary:

President:

Dean:
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Take Magruder . . .

I think [inaudible] the difficulty [inaudible]
Magruder point. And that's

the [inaudible] Committee. This crap bothers us
just a moment, but that's far more significant.
And they will haul him up there and bully-rag him

around the damn place and it will raise holy hell

with our [inaudible] like Rogers and all the other

people.

Yeah.

Oh, uh, oh I must have some notes out -- uh, I
guess,-ﬁ%y*a couple of yellow pages =—=- something

that I receive and filed on the teachers' thing
that I am not doing today

Yes, sir.

Get the yellow pages [inaudible].

Alright, sir.

Just send it back to me, please. So you see, ah,
I think you'd better have a good hard face to face
talk with him and say, "Look, we have thought this
thing over." And, uh, and you raise the point that
it cannot be executive session because, you know,
he is likely to float it out there and they will
grab him.

That's right, and as I mentioned yesterday, he is
meeting with Sam Ervin and Baker in this joint
session and it probably is one of the first things

that, uh « = =




R i L el a2 0 s 0 e R A o S S S 5

RN & L e R S et 2 AR O e A Y

SR SRR S R T e

Sttt S Al

I
w
I

President: Yeah. That Ervin and he will discuss. The

main thing --

Dean: That's right.

President: That's not all. The main thing Ervin is going
to be talking about is executive privilege. Now,
has that meeting been set yet, though?

Dean: No, it's not. So there is ample time to have

Dick go up there --

1 President: You, have you ever talked with him?

Dean: Yes, sir. We talked about early sessions. That's
where he is.

President: Now yow position uh, of course, I know how
[inaudible] written interrogatories which they
will never =-- [inaudible] probably accept. But
it will make his position be reasonable in the

public mind.

Dean: Correct.
President: That is what you have in mind.
Dean: Correct.

President: Now the other possibility is, uh, is the one that,
uh, Ehrlichman has suggested. If you could have,
have vh . . . agree that the ranking, that the
Chairman and.the ranking member could, uh, question
under basically the same, under very restricted --
uh, a little bit early so [inaudible].

Dean: You mean coming down here, say?

President: Basically, that is the suggestion.

. FOU\#58707(URT516380)Dodd 70106048Page5

T e AT s o
i P “?I. SRR L o TR R S Wl”z—‘“?@'&”mml\v;rr‘ T

e e e SR e X

LD i S i AR e i



R R i e L Loy o SEelees S at o3 PR g : e it IR S T
RSP W2 SRR I i SRR B A a8 R RS o T b TN S vl N K i b i o e ST s s e RS

Dean: I think, I think, that's a -- a sort of "“if"

we couldn't get the written interrogatories.

Bl s i

That's still a serious precedent to deal with,
though, if they come down here and, uh, uh,
President: Yeah.
Dean: start questioning people. I think the issues

would have to be so narrowed for even that

situation.
; President: Yeah.
b
Dean: And that's what'll evolve with the narrowing of

the issues to where,what information say a Haldeman
might have or an Ehrlichman might have. The
Committee needs to be complete in its report or

its investigation.

President: Yeah. We will say that we will ask --- we will
be exposed to written interrogatories under oath.
Then they can ask their questions.

Dean: That's --- publicly you, you're not withholding
any information and you are not using the shield

President: Well, as I say =-=--

Dean: of the Presidency.

President: when you talk to Kleindienst -- because I have
raised this [inaudible] thing with him on the Hiss
case —-- he has forgotten, I suppose., Go back and
read the first chapter of SIX CRISES. It tells
all about it. But I know very . . . as I said,
that was espionage aéainst the nation, not against
the party. FBI, Hoover himself, who's a friend

of mine, . .
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Dean:

President:

Dean:

President:

Dean:

President:

Dean:

President:

Dean:

President:
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Uh, huh.

He then said "I am sorry I have been ordered

not to cooperatd' and they didn't give us one God
damn thing. I conducted that investigation with
two stupid little committee investigators =--
That's stupid.

-~ they were tenacious. One had been fired by
the FBI. He was good, although he was a drunk.
Um, hum.

And, uh, we got it done. But we broke Ehat thing
without any help from the FBI. Then got the
evidence substantially. You see, we got the
typewriter, we got the, the, the oh, the Pumpkin
Papers. We got all of that ourselves.

Well, you know I think ---

The FBI did not cooperate. The Justice Department
did not cooperate. The Administration would not
answer questions except, of course, for Cabinet
officers, I mean like, ah, Burling came down and
some of the others, but =-=--

Funny, when the shoe is on the other foot how
they look at things, isn't it?

It is. Well, as I said, the New York Times,

the Washington Post and all the rest. [inaudible]
They then, they put it in terms of éxecutive
privilege because they were against the investi-
gation. So the real,questiqn there is now, now

you can say I -- having been through that -- we

~FOIA# 58707 (URTS16380) Docld: 70106048 Page 7=
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have talked it over and I feel that -- I think
that was -- I have always felt very miffed
about tle: because that was wrong, [inaudible]
now this is another matter. But I think we

; ought to cooperate by trying to find an area
of cooperation. Here it is. [inaudible] You
see, the Baker theory is that he wants to have

a big slambang thing for a week and then he

: ' thinks interest in the whole thing will fall
’ off.
Dean: He is right about that.

President: But his point of having a big slambang for a
wéek is that to bring all the big shots up right
away. But the big shots you could bring up. They
could bring up Stans. They could put him on,
and they've got to put Mitchell on. They'd like
to get, of course, Haldeman, Ehrlichman, and
Colson.

Dean: I understand that, uh, Bob and you have talked
about running Stans out as sort of a stalking
horse, on another post.

President: Well, it's not my idea. It's just, I guess
Moore or somebody mentioned it.

Dean: I think it was my idea. As a matter of fact I think
it could defuse --- be one defusing factor in the
hearings. Uh, Stans/would like to get his side

of the story out. He is not in any serious
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President:

Dean:
President:

Dean:

President:

Dean:

President:

Dean:

President:
Dean:

President:

problem ultimately. It could be rough and
tumble, but Maury is ready to take it and,
uh, it would be a mini-hearing, no doubt

about it. But this further detracts from ---

the other committee hearing.

1t as fEruds
Except knowing the Press, apparently they have a

lot of uh --- knowing that they, uh, you know, they,

like they have taken -- they sold several of these

stories about Colson and Haldeman about four times.

Oh, I know that.

Now, [inaudible] I just wondered if, if that
doesn't do that? In fact, I'd hesitate to send
Stans. It doesn't take much to see somebody is
after him about Vesco. [inaudible] I read, I
first read the story briefly in the Post. I
read, naturally, the first page and I turned to
the Times to read it. The Times had in the
second paragraph that the money had been returned,
returned.

That's correct.

The Post didn't have it until after you continued
to the back section.

That's right.

It is the god damnest thing I ever saw.

Typical.

(Cough) My guess is: as far as that transaction
is concerned, it was after they got the money
after the 10th, but I don't think they pointed

out that Sears got it before.
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By the way [inaudible] Well, for all purposes,
the, the uh, the donor --

I'm sure, [inaudible] Stans would never do it.
Now, uh =--

Never. Never. Never.

Uh, I think we have a good strong case that the
donor had relinquished control over the money,
and constructive possession of the money was in
the hands of the ---

Harry Sears.

Finance Committee, Sears and the like. So that
there is no -- ah --

How did they get my brother in it? Eddie?

I'1Y a8y « « « you talk about . .« » EBat WaS,
that was sheer sandbagging of your brother. Here
is what they did. They called him down here in
Washington R

Who did?

Db 5 %

Sears?

it was Vesco, it was Vesco, and Sears, and said,
"we want to talk to you about the nature of this
transaétion bécause we have had earlier conver-
sations with, uh, Stans." He really wasn't privy
to it, aad didn't know much about it, but sure
"I'll come up.! what the long and short of it was
that they were asking him to find out from Stans

whether they wanted cash or checks. Stans just
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responded to yocur brother and said, uh, "I
don't really care ~- whétever they want to
do," and that is what he relayed back. And
it's, uh, he wasn't, he didn't even understand
why he was there.

Sure. [inaudible]

So, and he's as clean as a whistle, there's
just no ---

Oh, I know ‘thats I know thats:

That's no problem at all.

[inaudible] So you would sort of lean to
having Stans starting out there?

I think, uhy T t€hink it would itake *a- lot

of the teeth out of the -- you know -- the
stardom of the people they'll try to build
up to. If Stans has already gone through a
hearing in another committee, obviously
they'll use everything they have at that
time, and it won't be a hell of a lot. Uh,
it confuses the public. The public is bored
with this thing already.

Yeah.

One of the --- one of the things, I think

we did succeed in before the election --
Stans is very clean. What I mean is, let's
face it, on this thing the way I anélyze p I
and I have stayed deliberately away from it,
but .T think I can sense what it is. The way
I analyze the thing, Stans wéuld have been
horrified at any such thing. 2and, uh, and uh,

what had
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happened, what happened was that he honestly

ot A i P

is outraged. He thinks that what happened was‘
he thinks he eventuélly found a line on some-
body's hard earned cash and got into silly
business with it.

Dean: That's right [inaudible]. He does and he is a
victim of circumstances, of innuendo, of false
charges. Uh, he has a darn good chance of

winning that libel suit he's got against Larry

g
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b
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O'Brien.
President: Has he?
Dean: He =--- That's right.

President: Good. That's why Larry filed a countersuit.

Dean: That's right.

President: I see. Ziegler was disturbed at the news that
they subpoenaed newsmen. Did it disturb you?

Dean: It didn't disturb me at all. No, sir. I, I

talked to Ron at some length about it the other

night, and I said, "Ron, first of all you can

be rest assured that the White House was not

involved in that decision."

President: [inaudible]

Dean: It's not a criminal case, no.

President: It doesn't.involve prosecution.

Dean: No, it is a civil deposition, and, uh, it is not

that we haven't reached the newsman's privilege

issue yet, and that is way down the road if for

e R some reason they refuse to testify on some given

s lﬁﬂl i .‘m“
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evidence. What they are trying to establish is
the fact that, uh, Edward Bennett Williams' law
firm passed out an amended complaint that libeled
Stans before it was into the court process, so it
was not privileged. And the newsmen are the
people who can answer that question. Also they're
trying to find out how Larry O'Brien and Edward
Bennett Williams made statements to the effect
that this law suit was not really to -- the first

; law suit they had filed against the Committee --

was not really to establish any invasion of
privacy, but rather they were harassing the uh,
the Committee.

President: The Committee to Re-Elect?

Dean: They made this off the record to several newsmen,
and we know they did this. That this was a
drummed up law suit.

President: And so, therefore, that proves also malice, doesn't
it?

Dean: Yeah, but it makes the abuse of process, ah, case
that we have against them on a counter suit. And
the lawyers made a very conscious and good decision
that to proceed with the suit they were going to
have to have this information, and it doesn't
bother me if, uh, they subpoenaed nine or ten --

President: Well, one hell of a lot of people don't give one
god damn about this issue of suppression of the
press, and so forth. We know that we aren't
trfing to do it. And they can all squeal about

it. And it is amusing to me when they say =-- as

1 £
Commis b i R SIS
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much as I watched the networks, and they
weren't -- and I thought they were restrained.
What the Christ do they want them to do -- go
through the 68 syndrome when they were 8 to 1
against us? They are only three to one this,
this time, I think, according to the average.
You know it is really, really it's really
sickening, you know to see these guys. They've
always, they always figured we have the press
on our side. We, ah, we, we, receive a modest
amount of support

Dean: I know.

President: -- no more. Colson sure makes =-- move it
around, saying we don't like this or that and
[inaudible].

Dean: Well, you know Colson's threat of a law suit
which, which was printed in Evans and Novak had
a very sobering effect on several of the national
magazines. They are now checking --- before
they print a lot of this Watergate junk they
print. . . with the press office trying to get
a confirmation, denial, comment, or calling the
individuals that's involved. And they have said
as much as they are doing it because they are
afraid someone's gonna bring a libel suit on them.
So it did have a sobering effect. We will keep
them, maybe honest if we can, uh, remind them
that they can't print anything and get away

Wwiath i,
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Well, as you of course know, [inaudible]

the time of the Hills case [inaudible]

Yes, I have noticed. You have to establish, one,
malice, or reckless disregard of --- Well,
they're both very difficult.

[inaudible] Yeah. Malice is impossible for
[inaudible] It's got to get up in through me.
Reckless.disregard maybe.

Tough. That is a bad decision, Mr. President.

It really is a bad decision. [inaudible].

What's the name of the case? It's a horrible
decision.

Néw York Times vérsus Suilivan, and it came out
of out of the South on a ¢ivil rights. 5 .

It was about some, some guy that was a police diief
or something. But anyway, I remember reading it
at the time when --- that's when we were suing
LIFE, you know, for Hills. When LIFE

was guilty as hell.

Did you win it?

In the Supreme Court -~ four to three. There were
a couple people who could --- you know it might
have been five to four or five to three and one-

half.

[Laughter.]

Basically the uh --- Well, this goes back to
/

- executive privilege so it's clearly understood.

We must uh, we must, must go forward on that just

|
!

x
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so you understand. I think you had better

i go over and get in touch with Dick. And say
"you keep it at your level." And say "The
President [inaudible]."

Dean: My guess is that [inaudible] but I, I say,

"this is the position, Dick, you should take,
period."

President: That's what I mean. Get outrthere and take it.
But I want [inaudible] position with Baker. Baker
is a smoothy~impressive - Oh, the President didn't
say this or that - [inaudible] Baker can say

% ' alright they studied it, they recommended it and

4 the President has approved it. Right?

Dean: I don't know . « »
President: Is that what you would say?
Dean: Yes, sir, I think,I think that is absolutely on

all fours. And how about our dealings with Baker?

Under normal Congressional relations, viz-a-viz

PR = s '."“,‘./i"y S e e

Timmons and Baker, should we have Timmons making,

ST,

uh, dealing with « « .

President: Well, he, he objected to uh, something that is a
curious thing on that [inaudible] made a very big
gaff by calling him and urging and trying to
influence who would be on his saff.  Jesus Christ,
uh, I don't know why he [inaudible] ever did it,
if he did. But I don't know . « .« bttt UEf he did;
I don't know why Bakef would resent it. But,
nevertheless, he --- I don't know how to deal with

him, frankly.
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Why don't you ask Kleindienst to . . .
[inaudible]

I gathered the impression that Baker didn't
want to talk to anybody but Kleindienst.

Only I think that is one we will just have to
monitor and that is one we will have to know

an awful lot about along the road.

Well let's let Timmons tell Baker that if he
wants to talk to, if he wants to get anybody at
the White House, that I want him to talk to
Timmons. Course Timmons is a party in interest
here too. I don't want him to talk to Haldeman; don't
want him to talk to Ehrlichman; £hat you are the
man; that you are availablé. But leave it that way,
that you're able to talk to them for everything.
But nobody else. How does that sound to you?

I think that sounds good.

You tell Timmons that he sees him privately, and
says that's it. We are not pressing him. We

don't care, we're not, because Baker . . . the
woods are full of weak men.

I would suspect if we are going to get any in-
sight into what that, that special Committee is
going to do, it is going to be through Gurneys.

I don't know about Weicker, where he is

Weicker is . . .

going to fall out on this thing.

He'll, he'll be

Weicker's got a . . .
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I think Weicker === thé line to Weicker is

Gray. Now Gray has got to shape up here and

handle himself well too. Do you think he will?

I do. I think Pat has had it tough. He goes up
this morning as you know. Uh, he is, uh, he's
ready. He is very comfortable in all of the
decisions he has made, and I think he will be

good.

But he is close to Weicker - that is what I meant.
Yes, he is.

And, uh, so, uh, Gray . . . has a lead in there

-~ Yes.

One rather amusing thing about this Gray thing,

is that and I knew this would come. They say
constantly Gray is a political crony and a personal
crony of the President's. Did you know that I

have never seen him socially?

Is that correct? No, I didn't.

I mean he has been to a couple White House events,
but I have never seen him separately.

The Press has got him meeting you at a social
function. And, and, what happened there back in
a7, I think, something I have read.

Maybe Radford had a party or something.

Something like that.

something like that. That's all. Gray . . . it's
the last . . . I know. But Gray is somebody that I,
that I know only as a . . . He was, he was Radford's

Assistant, used to attend NSC meetings.

DQQLd»J.QlOﬁ%&PangR ke s e e
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Dean: Un huh.

b it i G

President: Aside from that, he has never been a social
friend. Edgar Hoover, on the other hand, I have
seen socially at least a hundred times. He and
I were very close friends.

Dean: That's curious the way the Press --

President: This Goddam press -- why Hoover was my crony,
that's right. He was close, closer to me than
Johnson, actually, although Johnson used him more.

But as for Pat Gray, Christ, I never saw him.

[inaudible]

Dean: While it might have been, ah, a lot of blue chips
to the late Director, I think we would have been
a lot better off during this whole Watergate thing
if he had been alive. Because he knew how to
handle that Bureau . . .

President: Oh:

Dean: -- knew h&w to keep them in bounds, ah ---

President: Well, if Hoover had fought, he would have fought.
That's the point. He'd have fired a few people, or

he'd have scared them to death. He's got files on

everybody.
Dean: ~ That's righit.
President: But now, at the present time, the Bureau is leaking

like a sieve to Baker, and, and Gray denie8 it.
[inaudible] Bureau. Who in the hell is it coming

from? [inaudible] It isn't coming from Henry

Petersen is it?

e —
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President:
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President:
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Now i=Just wouldinot ; . -
It isn't coming from the deposition , is it?
No. Well, they are getting the raw data. They
are getting the raw, what they call the 302 forms.
Yeah;

Actually, the summaries of the interviews.

Yeah. Yeah. Well, if you could do . . . handle it
that way, I think that is the best thing to do.

Do you ever wonder really if Colson, whds got

the brass. . . the balls of a brass monkey, should
bring suit? Now then, for example, I notice that
Colson, Colson's got a lot of vulnerabilities, you
know, in terms of people that he knew, and so forth
and so on. And certainly many things, but I mean
on a narrow issue --

Well, Chuck ahd F talked : « %

he might win it.

He could probably win the suit, but lose the war,
for this reason:&counter-discovery in a libel
action has no bounds.

I get it. OK. Chuck will just [inaudible].
That's the problem there.

Is that the District Court, is that Federal Court?
That's right. They could just come in and depose
him on everything he has done at any point in time,
and that does . . .

Keep him out of it. Keep him out of it.

Riéht.

Why doesn't Stans be the'sue—er?

He is the sue-er,

Right?
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: Dean: He's got a good one, and uh, he may well prevail.

g It may well they might be forced to settlement
! of all these other suits we've got out there.
You know, we've got 14 million dollar court
suits against us, and we've got 7 'or 10 against
them.

President: Christ. They ought to all get together and

Aivsilai ki

drop them.

Dean: That is what we are trying to get accomplished.

P e

President: Hell, yes!

Dean: It is costing, they're causing everybody problems.
And uh . . .

President: That's right, that's right. They've got problems,
and we've got them.

Dean: Uh' '« & «

President: Now you see this Vesco thing coming up burns my
tail. In fact I raised hell with Haldeman on this
and he didn't do anything about. Well I guess
he couldn't. What in the name of God became,
became of our investigation of their financial
activities? Jesus Christ, they borrowed, they
cancelled debts, they borrowed money. What the
hell is that?

Dean: It is, uh, it is still going on, Mr. President.
And McGovern's stuff is in such bad shape. That
is another unfortunate thing. The GAO comes in
to audit us « . . /

President: Yeah.
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They, they find all the documents, so they are
able to make =--

Just like two year old state tax.

Well they have now, but you know it gets about
that much . . .

Yeah.

coverage in the paper. They can't even figure
out what McGovern's done, the books are such a
mess, but you haven't seen them say anything yet.
And that is one of the things that hopefully we
WELE o w s |

Bring out in the hearings?

bring out as to what a mess this was, and vh . . .
How do you bring it out? You can't bring it out
in these hearings.

Well I think I would [inaudible] independent, so
the media types will bring it out. Chuck is
going to be of aid when he is out there not
connected with the White House.

Yeah.

coming through with bits of tidbits to be dropped

by Chuck, because Chuck will still have his channels

to £lip things out.

Suxe! ‘sure! Thatl!s what . »

Of course it is hard to believe since he loves the

. In my view [inaudible

action and the rest -- but apart from the financial

-- apart from the country's aid, and so forth,

[inaudible] Colson can be more valuable out than

in, because, basically in, he has just reached the

point where he was, he was too visible.

P
o
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He's a lightning rod.

And outside, I mean he can start this and say

that I am a private citizen and I can say what I
God damn please.

That's right. That's absolutely right. I think
Chuck can be of great aid in this thing, and I
think he'll, he'll do it.

Now, on other things . . . that is to recap.

You will talk to, uh, Timmons about Baker, and

get that, get him tied down to the extent you

can. I doubt if much can be done there. Then you
talk to Kleindienst, so that, so that Kleindienst
knows that it has been decided, and that's it.

And, he'll say well they won't [inaudible] Going
on to the interrogatory thing -- we shall see =--
your, your view would be not to give any further
ground on that?

I'd say hope no , but you, you initially hold the
line as far as you go. If it becomes apparent

that it's necessary for informational purposes,

the Presiaent is not going to hide any information.
He's not -- you are not going to hide any information
Yeah.

And it just can be given in a sworn statement through
an interrogatory -- send your questions down; they
will be answered. We won't hide any information,
we won't change the nature of ability of the Presi-
dent to make decisions, to operate internally and
the like, because we'd have a political circus

going.
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Président: OK. I understand from [inaudible] that Mollenhoff
still thinks everybody should go up and testify.

{ Dean: That's right.

President: At least you had a talk with him. I do want you
to look at the case, though.

Dean: Yes, sir, I am.

President: This guy has got a bad rap. It's his ass; God
damn it we will get him out of it!

Dean: I am doing that. I talked with Clark

President: Yeah.

Dean: yesterday. And I talked with him last night
again.

President: Yeah.

Dean: And he is on this as hot and heavy as can be
BRA 3 2 s »

President: Well, does he think he's got a bad rap?

Dean: He does -- he thinks he's got a bad rap. And I,
he knows . . .

President: Does he Ehink|. . =

Dean: [inaudible]

President: I know Rule doesn't have a bad rap. [inaudible]
Rule, Rule because when a bureaucrat takes it
upon himself to go out, and go way beyond the pale
in terms of attacking an Administration that can't
be tolerated. [inaudible]

Dean: The difference . .

President: Suppose a Congressman « a Senator or one of his

Administrative Assistants went out and attacked one

- fCﬂAf{?%;gLégﬁT§16380)Dodd:7010604§Page24_
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of his contributors. What in the hell would
he do? Fire him!
Dean: That's right.
i President: I know. I noticed several of our Congressmen
and brave Republican Senators called upon us
to reinstate Rule. Congress is, of course, on
its [inaudible]. And yet they are so enormously
frustrated that they are exhausted. Isn't that
the point?
Dean: That is the point. I think there is a lot of that.

President: It is too bad. We can take very little comfort

from it because we have to work with them. But
they become irrevelant because they are so damned
irresponsible. As much as we would like to say
otherwise. It is a pretty sad lot.

Dean: It is, yes sir. I spent some yeafs on the Hill
myself and one of the things I always noticed was
the inability of the, of the Congress to deal
effectively with the Executive Branch because, one
they don't, they have never supplied themselves
with adequate staffs, never had adequate information
available. Uh . . .

President: Well, now they've got huge staffs though, compared
to what we had.

Dean: Well, they've got huge staffs, uh, true, as opposed
to what they had years ago, but they are still
inadequate to deal effectively --

President: God, don't, don't, don't try to help them out!

T R TR HBage . i o
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} Dean: No, I am not suggesting that I keep any reserve

SRl dadtemii

money . . my observations to myself. Well, I
think these hearings are going to be hot, and

I think they are going to be tough. Uh, I think
they are going to be gory in some regards, but I
am also convinced that if everyone pulls their

own oar in this thing, in all those we've got

with various concerns, that we can make it through
these and minimal people will be hurt. And they

may even paint themselves as being such partisans

and off base, that they are really damaging the
institutions of the government themselves and . . .

President: Yeah, I frankly would say that I would perhaps
rather that they'd be partisan; that they then
BE & 5 «

Dean: Alright. We're gonna hope they . . .

President: I, I'd rather that, rather than for them to have
a facade of fairness and all the rest [inaudible].
But Ervin, despite all this business about his
being a great Constitutional lawyer, Christ, he's
got, he's got Baker totally toppled over on that
point. Ervin isn't the hardesﬁ o » = linandiblel
most of our Southern gentleman are. They're, they
are great politicans. They are just more clever
than the minority. Just more clever!

Dean: Well, I am convinced that he has shown that he is
merely a puppet for Kennedy in this whole thing.

President: For Kennedy.

B
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Dean: For Kennedy. The fine hand of the Kennedys is
behind this whole hearing going on, that's forthcoming.
There is no doubt about it. When, when they con-
sidered the resolution on the Floor of the Senate
I got the record out to read it. Who asked
special permission to have their Staff man on the
floor? Kennedy brings this man Flug out on the
floor when they are debating a resolution. He is
the only one that did this. Ah, it's been Kennedy's
push quietly, his constant investigation, his
committee using their subpoenas to get at Kalmbach
aud all these people.

President: Uh, huh.

Dean: He has kept this quiet and constant pressure on this
thing. I think this fellow Sam Dash, who has been
selected Counsel, is a Kennedy choice. I think
this is also something we'll be able to quietly and
slowly document. People will print it in the press,
and the parts and cast of this will become much more
apparent.

President: Yes, I guess the Kennedy crowd is just laying in
the bushes waiting to make their move. [inaudible]
You know, we talk about Johnson using the FBI. Did
your friends, did your friends tell you whether,
what Bobby did? or whetber he [inaudible]?

Dean: I, I haven't heard but I wouldn't . . .

President: Johnson believed that Bobby bugged him.

Dean: That wouldn't surprise me.
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% President: Bobby was a ruthless little bastard. But the

3 FBI does, they, they tell you that, that Sullivén

| ordered the New Jersey thing? We did use a bug
up there to do some intelligence work.

Dean: Intelligence work. We had agents all over town

] President: In fact the doctors say that the poor old gent

had a tumor.

Dean: - That's right.

i

President: The FBI said he had one.

4

E
5
3
A

Dean: Well, ah, he used Abe Fortas and Deke DeLoache,
backed up by some other people in the Bureau that
were standing ready to go out and try to talk
this doctor into examining Walter Jenkins to say
the man had a brain tumor. He was very ill and
slightly eratic pbut eager. And this doctor wouldn't
buy 1it.

President: The doctor had never examined him before or
anything.

Dean: No.

President: They were trying to set it up though, huh?

Dean: Oh, yeah.

President: What other kind of activities?

. Dean: Well, I don't know. As I say, I haven't probed
Sullivan to the depths on this because I think he's
one I want to treat at arm's length

President: Right. :

Dean: until we make certain he is safe,

President: That's Tight.

Dean: because he has a world of information that, ub,

may be available.
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President: But he says that what happened on the, on the

bugging thing was who told what to whom again?

it st

Dean: The bugging --- Oh, on the '68 thing, I was trying
to track down the

President: Yeah.

Dean: the leaks. He said that the only place he could
figure it coming from would be one of a cauple

of sources he was aware of that had been somewhat

discussed publicly. He said that Hoover had told
Patrick Coyne about the fact that this was being
done. Coyne had told Rockefeller.

3 President: Yeah.

Dean: And Rockefeller had told Kissinger. Now I have

? never run it any step beyond what Mr. Sullivan

said there. Now the other thing is that when

the records were unavailable for Hoover -- all
these logs --

President: Yeah.

Dean: and Hoover tried to reconstruct them by going

1 , to the Washington Field Office and he made a
pretty good stir about what he was doing when he
,i ' was trying to get the records reconstructed.

He said that at that time it probably hit the
~grapevine in the Bureau that this had occurred.

But there is no evidence of it. Uh, the records

B BT

show at that the Department of Justice and in

i

the FBI that there's/no . . . such surveillance
was ever conducted. Uh . . .
President: Shocking! [inaudible]

it et N ab st st Sl it s o i AR
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